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Now to produce some nice looking foils – the centreboard and 
rudder, for which I laminated together pieces of cedar to create the 
approximate dimensions. Under class rules, there are maximum 
size restrictions on the foils; apart from that you can have any shape 
you like, so I used a foil section from a naval architect. I created 
a template out of MDF and used this as a guide to shape the foil 
sections using a hand plane. I glassed them and gave them a clear-
coat finish. The centreboard ended up too light for class rules so 

Fine-tuning the 
frames for a perfect 
fit for the stringers.

TIPWhen applying varnish, make your first two coats 
a 1:1 mix of thinners and varnish, applied about 
half an hour apart, as a sealer-coat. Leave for 24 
hours before sanding with 240-320 grit sandpaper 
and applying remaining coats. – Greg Ball

These yachts have discovered
the Gori advantage –
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Will your yacht be next...

Two, three and
four blade options

Ph 0800 926 627  or  (09) 358 2050  for your nearest dealer
www.gori-propeller.dk
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I put some lead in the top.
This led to some interesting discussions. One camp said the 

weight should be at the bottom of the centreboard to enhance 
stability, but the other side, which I was on, felt that would induce 
pitching and since I wanted to sail the boat flat, stability wasn’t the 
issue. I wanted the weight in the centre of the boat.

My boatbuilder’s skills came in handy for building the carbon 
rudder stock. I built a temporary male mould out of timber 
and plywood, smoothed the surface with packaging tape and 

The carbon fibre rudder 
stock, which I made on a 
temporary MDF mould, 
with the hand-planed 
centreboard.

When you build a boat, you have a thorough understanding of its construction 
and how it works. 

THE MOST COMPLETE RANGE OF 
WORLD LEADING MARINE COATINGS 
AND BOAT CARE PRODUCTS IS NOW 

AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING 
AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTORS:

info@hempelyacht.co.nz

All Marine Ltd
52 Riverside Drive

Whangarei

09 974 8766

allmarine.co.nz

All Marine Ltd
231 Port Road

Whangarei

09 438 4499

allmarine.co.nz

 

Smart Marine Ltd
123 Beaumont Street

Westhaven, Auckland

09 358 2850

smartmarine.co.nz

Smart Marine Ltd
4/72 Lunn Ave

Mt Wellington, Auckland

09 527 2860

smartmarine.co.nz

Smart Marine Ltd 
3 Maui Street

Te Rapa, Hamilton

07 282 1060

smartmarine.co.nz

Wairau Paint 
Centre Ltd
90 Wairau Road

North Shore, Auckland

09 443 3430

wairaupaints.co.nz

Linkup Paints 
(BOP) Ltd
10 Barberry Street

Judea, Tauranga

07 571 8921

linkupbop.co.nz

Complete Paints 
Ltd
23 Ford Road 

Onekawa, Napier

06 843 1122

completepaints.com

Paintco Ltd
36 Vickerman Street

Port Nelson, Nelson

03 546 6660
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applied a release wax. It’s an economical method when 
making just one, small component but was fiddly to do – 
however the result was lightweight and looked good with 
a clear-coat finish.

We launched Casper at French Bay Yacht Club with small 
bottle of bubbly sprayed on the bow and all kids involved. 
The first season, Daniel, now aged nine, was my crew, and the 
youngest sailor at the Sir Peter Blake Regatta. 

We won the Jollyboat Auckland Two-Handed 
Championships and the Jollyboat Nationals Two-handed 
Championships. All-up, the Jollyboat cost me around $3500. 
It was fun, so I had achieved all four of my primary goals. 
I’m now building one on commission for another father 
with similar aspirations. B
www.jollyboat.co.nz

  HEY, DIYers!
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR ABOUT 

YOUR PROJECTS AND TIPS  
editor@boatingnz.co.nz
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When it’s a matter of Survival, 
it’s a matter for Survitec.

For more information visit rfd.co.nz call us toll free 0800 777 009.

We’ve been keeping Kiwis safe since 1963. 

From liferafts to immersion suits, EPIRBs 

to evacuation systems, when safety is 

everything, you’ll find Survitec gear at work. 

We are the safety innovators, a globally 

trusted name representing the world’s 

premium survival equipment manufacturers. 

Our customers are mariners, aviators, our 

defence force and the oil and gas industry. 

We take their survival seriously.

Whatever the conditions,

trust Survitec.
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